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TIMELY AND TIMELESS DESTINATIONS AROUND THE GLOBE

PLACES

THE  
CENTURION

10

Classic hotels, iconic destinations and 
heritage-steeped design: welcome to the 

new golden age of travel

Dining with Mediterranean 
views at Zannier Île de 

Bendor, a private island 
retreat in Provence
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THE CENTURION 10

MALTA  
MODERN

Long a cultural crossroads in the heart of 
the Mediterranean, the tiny island nation 
has emerged in recent years as a must-visit 
destination on the itineraries of clued-up 
jet setters – and not just because it’s one of 
Europe’s most favourable spots to register private jets and superyachts. Contemporary art space MICAS 
opened in 2024, further burnishing the burgeoning creative credentials of its capital, Valletta, where Iniala  
(   iniala.com) – whose expansions this year include two more spaces and a new Simon Rogan restaurant – has 
long been the most stylish spot to stay. Now, competition has announced itself in the form of two properties: 
the just-unveiled Casa Bonavita (casabonavita.com) and Romègas (romegashotel.com). The former, a refined 
18th-century residence in the chic village of Attard, has now been lovingly transformed into a celebration 
of modern-day craft by owners Suzanne and Christopher Sharp, who used their connections from the 
textile world (they founded The Rug Company) to create this 17-key feast for the senses. Meanwhile, central 
Valletta’s Romègas opens in a 500-year-old palace freshly restored with only 23 rooms this summer.

ISLAND REPORT

1 A suite in Iniala Valletta’s new, 
architecture-led Magistero space

Owners Suzanne and 
Christopher Sharp at 

Casa Bonavita

The rooftop infinity pool 
at Iniala’s soon-to-open 

Solis Club
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THE CENTURION 10

America’s most famous road – Route 66 – is 
celebrating its centennial this year, but perhaps 
the most interesting, nostalgia-inducing 
destinations for international travellers are 
three landmark properties across the nation. In 
Miami Beach, longtime standout the Delano 
(delanohotels.com) is emerging from a six-year 
renovation that’s rendered the nearly 80-year-
old property more stunning than ever. A parallel 
revival is afoot at legendary San Francisco stay 
The Huntington Hotel (thehuntingtonhotel.com), 
which also closed during the pandemic and 
is now, following a tip-to-toe refurb, serving 
up a dose of retro pizzazz in California’s most 
forward-looking city. And the heritage-steeped 
Hedges Inn (thehedgeseasthampton.com) has 
reopened in East Hampton after a refresh by 
new owners Sarah and Andrew Wetenhall, the 
same pair behind another beloved American 
hotel – The Colony Hotel in Palm Beach.

AMERICAN 
BEAUTIES

REVIVAL TOUR

3

The White Continent may be bone-chillingly cold – even in summer – but that doesn’t mean visitors have 
to be uncomfortable. At White Desert’s new Explorer Camp (white-desert.com), for instance, the six guest 
“pods” boast endless views of breathtaking terrain – plus, there’s a cinema for evening entertainment. (Also 
check out its sister company, Dr Jones (dr-jones.com), which offers throwback glamour on journeys beyond 
Antarctica.) For those going the more traditional sea route, The Cormorant at 55 South (thecormorantat55south.
com) will open later this year as the world’s most southerly hotel, a stopover on Navarino Island in southern 
Chile developed by Silversea cruise company for exclusive use by its passengers. 

ANTARCTICA NOW
COOL SUMMER

2

White Desert’s new Explorer Camp,  
a clutch of chalet-style accommodations 
in Antarctica’s frozen interior

Outside the 1873-founded Hedges Inn in 
East Hampton, New York

Inside a one-bedroom suite at The Huntington 
Hotel in San Francisco’s Nob Hill

Poolside at the Delano, 
a revamped mid-century 

icon along Miami Beach’s 
Collins Avenue



32 33

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
LO

C
K

W
IS

E
 F

R
O

M
 T

O
P

 L
E

F
T:

 ©
 B

E
L

M
O

N
D

, S
T

E
P

H
E

N
 H

A
Y

W
A

R
D

, ©
 W

H
E

E
LS

 U
P

P
H

O
T

O
 ©

 T
H

E
 R

E
V

E
R

Y

THE CENTURION 10

Glamping may be déclassé, but tents themselves are all the rage, especially when paired with raw 
natural beauty – and, of course, all the creature comforts one might expect from a five-star hotel. Take  
The Revery in Crete (thereverycrete.com), whose clifftop perch makes for striking views all the way down to the 
beach (and those who prefer a bit more stability can opt to stay in the nearby stone-and-glass suites). There 
are no bricks-and-mortar options at Africa’s most extravagant new safari camps – not that you’d want them 
anyway: &Beyond (andbeyond.com) has just opened Sandibe and Nxabega camps in the Okavango Delta 
in Botswana, each with just three tents, ensuring exclusivity as well as connection to the bush. A world 
away, on Koh Phangan in Thailand, just north of Koh Samui, new hospitality brand Kaia (kaiaresorts.com), 
the latest project from the developers behind the acclaimed Capella and Four Seasons in Bangkok, will 
inaugurate its f irst property later this year.

Done right, slow travel requires a certain mindset and – at its best – more than a soupçon of old-world 
glamour. The re-emergence of luxe rail carriages has been one of the defining features of travel in the 
2020s, from the relaunched Eastern & Oriental Express (belmond.com) in Southeast Asia and the spruced-up 
Golden Eagle Silk Road Express (goldeneagleluxurytrains.com), which offers the most comfortable way to travel 
along the ancient trade route from which it takes its name, to the forthcoming new carriages on The Ghan 
(journeybeyondrail.com.au), which will offer the first high-end rail journey across Australia. But Europe is still 
f irmly in the lead when it comes to indulgent experiences on and along the rails, starting with the La Dolce 
Vita Orient Express (orient-express.com), whose itineraries range from truffle tours and excursions to Tuscan 
vineyards to grand tours from Rome to Istanbul. In Britain, The Chairman’s Train (thechairmanstrain.com), a 
privately owned jewel box of a train, is now bookable by the public for the first time. Available only as a 
full charter, its delightfully retrophilic carriages have been spruced up for the launch this summer. Not to 
be outdone, the British Pullman (belmond.com) has just unveiled a jaw-dropping carriage co-designed by Baz 
Luhrmann with the film director’s characteristic theatrical verve.

TRAIN DREAMS
ALL ABOARD

4

RAISING THE STAKES
BACK TO CAMP

6

The Revery, a nature-ensconced retreat 
along Crete’s rugged western coast

The retro-glam interior of 
Britain’s The Chairman's Train

What if you could combine the efficiency and ease of a private 
jet with the more manageable price tag of a business- or first-
class ticket? This is the remarkable promise of Wheels Up. 
Uniquely positioned – thanks to its relationship with Delta 
(the membership-based company’s largest shareholder) – to 
offer seamless hybrid journeys that take advantage of the 
best aspects of both private and commercial travel, Wheels 
Up members can book trips on a fully integrated platform, 
connecting a premium commercial transatlantic flight with, 
say, a private jet to the final destination. The outfitter’s 
capability to deliver such streamlined journeys (members can 
even book Delta commercial flights with Wheels Up Funds) 
is, at the moment, unique in the world – though it’s sure to 
inspire imitators. wheelsup.com

FLEXIBLE FLYING
UP IN THE AIR

5

Baz Luhrmann’s vision for Celia, 
 a forthcoming private-dining 
carriage aboard the British Pullman
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THE CENTURION 10

THE MANY 
CHARMS  
OF THE CÔTE 
D’AZUR

Some places never go out of style. The South 
of France – perhaps the most perennially chic 
place on the planet – is having a banner year 
once again, headlined by three properties that 
meld historic legacies with contemporary 
panache. The creation of Zannier Île de Bendor (zannierhotels.com) was a passion project: a private island 
off Bandol, it was initially developed by pastis pioneer Paul Ricard in the 1950s, and its new incarnation 
comes by way of growing French hospitality brand Zannier, which has introduced a sprawling, village-like 
hotel to the island, along with an expansive wellness centre and an array of bars and restaurants. Back 
on the mainland, COMO Le Beauvallon (  comohotels.com) is a 42-key Riviera classic, looking out over the 
Gulf of Saint-Tropez to the latter’s namesake town. The Belle Epoque palace has been newly reconceived 
and now boasts the culinary nous of Yannick Alléno at its waterside restaurant. Farther along the coast, 
between Nice and Monaco, La Réserve de Beaulieu’s recent renovation (reservebeaulieu.fr), completed last 
year, has sharpened the timeless allure of the dramatically set hideaway along the glittering Beaulieu-sur-
Mer coastline.

RIVIERA RENAISSANCE

8

KYOTO CONFIDENTIAL
JUST OPENED

7

The indoor pool at Zannier Île de 
Bendor, whose wellness area spans 

some 1,200 square metres

The ornate dining room of 
Restaurant des Rois, La Réserve de 

Beaulieu’s Michelin-starred eatery

Views across the Gulf 
of Saint-Tropez from 
COMO Le Beauvallon

The minimalist tea room 
in Capella Kyoto’s 206sq m 

Capella Suite

Japan’s erstwhile capital is back in the spotlight, thanks to two new hotels that showcase different aspects of the 
ever-evolving city. The Imperial Hotel (  imperialhotel.co.jp) – the first new opening from the celebrated Tokyo-based 
brand in 30 years – is set in a historic former theatre, while Capella Kyoto (capellahotels.com) is a Kengo Kuma-designed 
new build in the central Miyagawa-cho district, just steps from the city’s oldest Zen Buddhist temple. 



PRIME LOCATION INTIMATE STAYS DINING STARS
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THE CENTURION 10

Of the hundreds of historic mansions across 
Britain and Ireland now operating as hotels, 
how many still feel like real homes? Three 
newly reimagined estates are aiming to pair 
grand old bones with heartfelt contemporary 
hospitality. At Ballyfin (  ballyf in.com), in 
County Laois, southwest of Dublin, 21 guest 
rooms are individually decorated with nods 
to the Regency-era manor’s past, while the 

A PLACE 
IN THE 
COUNTRY

GREAT HOUSES
9

THE ITALY EDIT
URBAN PRIMER

10

Michelin-star restaurant spotlights local produce. In Scotland, the formerly exclusive-hire-only Dun Aluinn 
(dunaluinn.com) has just been renovated, and its nine rooms, now available to book separately, are prime 
home bases from which to explore Perthshire and the Highlands. A £25m makeover has brought a renewed 
sense of regal splendour to Dumbleton Hall (dumbletonhall.co.uk), set in a charmed corner of the Cotswolds 
between Stratford-upon-Avon and Cheltenham. 

DESIGN ENVY

A beautifully restored 
15th-century palazzo, 
ORIENT EXPRESS 
VENEZIA showcases 
history in every detail. 

 orient-express.com

Set in a restored 
fin-de-siècle building, 
ROSEWOOD 
ROME offers a heady 
mix of old and new. 
rosewoodhotels.com

The forthcoming SIX 
SENSES MILAN is a 
whirlwind of craft and 
high style in the city's 
chic Brera district. 
sixsenses.com

Newly restored, the 
hilltop VILLA SAN 
MICHELE remains a 
bastion of Renaissance 
splendour.   belmond.com
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Steps from Piazza 
San Marco, the 
restored DANIELI, 
VENEZIA, A FOUR 
SEASONS HOTEL 
remains an icon. 
fourseasons.com

Recently opened 
ORIENT EXPRESS 
LA MINERVA is just 
around the corner from 
the Pantheon.   orient-
express.com

ROSEWOOD 
MILAN will have a 
prime position steps 
from the modish Via 
Montenapoleone. 
rosewoodhotels.com

From its perch outside 
the city, newcomer 
BORGO PIGNANO 
FLORENCE offers 
stunning panoramas.
borgopignano.com 

With just 45 rooms, 
AIRELLES 
PALLADIO feels 
worlds away from 
Venice’s madding 
crowds. airelles.com

Not far from its sister 
property, CASA JK 
PLACE ROMA 
boasts just 12 spacious 
apartments. jkplaces.com

JK PLACE MILANO 
will be less a hotel and 
more of a home from 
home in the fashionable 
Via Borgospesso. 
jkplaces.com

LA RÉSERVE 
FIRENZE, which 
opens in autumn, has six 
apartments that benefit 
from hotel services and a 
rooftop bar. lareserve.com

The renewed  
HOTEL CIPRIANI 
is home to the 
Michelin-starred Oro 
restaurant. 

  belmond.com

Headlining the new 
CORINTHIA 
ROME is acclaimed 
chef Carlo Cracco.  

  corinthia.com

Check out newcomer 
HOTEL CARLTON 
for aperitivi done 
right and a new spin 
on Italian cuisine. 
roccofortehotels.com

There’s no shortage 
of choice at the 
new PALAZZO 
MORROCCHI 
from the raw bar 
to the rooftop. 
palazzomorrocchi.com

Inside Dun 
Aluinn’s Victorian-

era main house

Ballyfin’s ornately 
decorated 

Westmeath 
Room

Danieli, A Four 
Seasons Hotel, 

Venice

Corinthia Rome Casa JK Place RomaVilla San Michele, Florence

The verdant surrounds of Dun 
Aluinn, set along the River Tay 
in the Scottish Highlands

Cities across the Bel Paese are abloom with 
exciting new – and freshly redesigned – hotels


